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KASICH TO OFFER BIPARTISAN AMENDMENT ON
KOSOVO FUNDING

WASHINGTON-Rep. John R.Kasich (R-OH) plans to offer a bipartisan amendment to the
supplemental spending bill this week limiting funding for military operations in Kosovo until the
president ceritifies our allies have met commitments for their own financial assistance in
Kosovo.

“This amendment withholds $1 billion of the $2 billion included in the supplemental spending
bill for Kosovo until the President tells us our European allies have met certain commitments
for international policing, reconstruction and humanitarian aid,” said Kasich, chairman of the
House Budget Committee.

“If the President does not give us that certification by June 1 of this year, then the withheld
money could only be used for conducting a safe and orderly withdrawal of our military
personnel from Kosovo.

“This plan represents a fair and realistic timetable for restoring the balance between the U.S.
and our allies in funding for Kosovo.”   

Kasich has led efforts over the years for greater defense burdensharing on the part of our
allies.  He will bring the amendment to the floor with Reps. Chris Shays (R-CT), Gary Condit
(D-CA), Barney Frank (D-MA) and Spencer Bachus (R-AL), pending approval by the House
Rules Committee.

“America will always be there in a crisis, but we can’t allow a relationship of dependence to
continue,” said Kasich.  “This dependence has created an imbalance that has overdeployed
our forces, created serious readiness and retention problems and fostered a feeling among
Americans that we are the world’s policeman whether we like it or not.

“This cannot continue.  An alliance is based on cooperation and mutual assistance.  It is not a
one-way street.” 
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